Charles Bell

Multiple choice quiz

Question 1
Charles Bell was a Surgeon who used what, to great effect?

Art and Paintings

Words and phrases

Models and sculptures

Question 2
In his book, Great Operations, published in 1821, Bell wrote that it was
intended ‘that he may not go groping his way’. What did he mean by that?

That the book should not be read in the dark

That it should help the surgeon prepare for what he would
see during an operation

That reading the book should make it possible to operate
with your eyes shut

Question 3
Throughout his life, Bell gained qualifications in many things. He
was an Anatomist and Physiologist as well as ...

Artist and Theologian

Painter and Decorator

A Sculptor and model maker
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Question 3

Throughout his life, Bell gained qualifications in many things.  He was an Anatomist and Physiologist as well as …


Question 4
Bell's first real experience of anatomy came in 1809 when he treated
wounded soldiers returning from ...

Bordeaux in France

Coruna in Spain

Salzburg in Austria

Question 5

In 1815, Bell treated wounded soldiers returning from the Battle of
Waterloo. What does the following quote suggest about the
experience?

‘Clothes stiff with blood and arms powerless due to the exertion of
using the knife’

He operated on large numbers of soldiers

The wounds were extreme and bloody

It was traumatic and he was deeply affected by the experience

All of the above

Question 6
After 1815, Bell began demonstrating surgical techniques using what?

Oil and watercolour paintings

Speeches and talks

Making clay sculptures
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Question 6

After 1815, Bell began demonstrating surgical techniques using what?


Question 7
Even in the 19th Century it was unusual to want to be an artist and

a medic. What do the two historians think was his main motivation
for drawing life like faces in his illustrations?

He wanted patients to be recognised by the readers

He wanted to show the trauma of surgery without anaesthetic

He was fascinated by the anatomy of expressions and how to
draw them.

Question 8
Bell's belief in ‘intelligent design’ meant he believed ...

You had to be intelligent to be a surgeon

God had designed the natural world Himself

There is beauty in all his paintings

Question 9
Whose later theory challenged that belief?

Albert Einstein

Charles Darwin

William Harvey
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Whose later theory challenged that belief?


Question 10
The purpose of the large watercolours shown at the end of the film
remains unclear. What suggestions were given by the historians?

To teach artists

To teach surgeons

To teach anatomy

As gifts between surgeons

To decorate an operating theatre

All of the above

Students working at home can save their answers as a PDF and email
them to teachers.
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