The Battle of Waterloo – 18th June 1815
The night before the battle. 

Wellington has positioned himself from East to West along a ridge with Brussels to his back. This is to stop Napoleon advancing and taking Brussels. He has a mixed army of 83,000 men. However, only about a third of them are British. They consist of the Dutch, Belgians and German. Over half the army can’t even speak English. 
The weather is wet and rains all night long making the ground muddy and the soldiers on both sides fed up.  

Dawn

The majority of Wellington’s army lie down on the other side of the hill waiting for battle. This way they are safe from cannon fire and can’t be seen by the enemy. Wellington knows that he has to stop Napoleon getting through to Brussels. He also knows that he must maintain the majority of his army otherwise Britain will be easily defeated by the French. 

Script-

08:00AM. Napoleon eats breakfast with his Marshalls.  

Napoleon: Morning gentlemen. Let’s start our business of the day. We’ll send Wellington back to Britain with his tail between his legs. When will our men be ready?

Marshall Ney: The ground is too muddy to attack Sire. We must wait for a few hours otherwise our horses will get stuck on the mud.
Napoleon: We must attack soon before Blucher gets here.  Go and get the men ready, at once. 
11:20
Wellington: He hasn’t moved a muscle yet. Let’s hope this mud stays wet otherwise we are finished. 

Picton: The Prussians will get here Sir I just know it. However our boys will hold them off. 

Wellington: I hope you’re right Picton, if not then Bonny will take Brussels and then Britain and the rest of Europe. We are all that stands between him and the rest of the world. 

Picton: So tell me Sir, why are we fighting here? 

Wellington: I first came to Waterloo about a year ago. I decided then that this would be a perfect place to fight. I have this ridge to sit on and defend. It’ll be hard for any army, even one lead by Napoleon to attack us up this slope, especially in the mud. We also have the woods behind us to escape through if we need to pull back. You could make the whole army disappear in there within minutes if needs be. 
Anyway get everyone ready...

LOUD EXPLOSION – Napoleon’s artillery opens fire on Wellington’s army. 

Napoleon: That should wake them up. Send my brother Jerome with my foot soldiers to take Hougoumont. I want Wellington to think I’m sending all my army there so that he’ll send more soldiers to defend it. When he weakens the rest of his line I’ll attack him on his left flank. 
A column of French foot soldiers advances on Hougoumont and starts to fight the British soldiers there. The British fight hard and keep them at bay. 

Uxbridge: Sir, the French are attacking Hougoumont. Should we send more men to defend it? 

Wellington: No...I won’t move unless I have to. The men will hold. I can’t spare a single soldier!

Napoleon is watching with a telescope

Napoleon: They aren’t breaking through yet. Keep up the pressure. Why doesn’t he send more soldiers to help his men? This man is clever. 

1:00

British side
Wellington: Uxbridge, how is Hougoumont holding? 

Uxbridge: It’s holding well Sir. Many French have died but our men are holding up well. 

French side

Napoleon: OK. I need to defeat these swine. I want a concentrated fire on their centre. I want to punch a hole through this army. Fire my beautiful daughters! 

French heavy artillery opens fire on the British line. 

Napoleon: Send fourth d'Erlon's man and take Papelotte and La Haye Sainte. I must destroy this army before the Prussians get here. 

Marshal Ney: Sire, look dust clouds to our right. It could be the Prussians!

Napoleon: Don’t’ worry about that now. We must destroy these British dogs. 

So he sends in 18,000 men to smash through the British line. They hit the part of the line were the Dutch soldiers are guarding. They break and the French break through. The d'Erlon's Corps marches across the battlefield towards Papelotte to engage the enemy. They take heavy fire from the British artillery but manage to fight and win Papelotte and surround La Haye Sainte. 

British side

Wellington: Damn him. He’s taken one of my farms and is about to take another. Picton, take some men and retake those farms. We can’t lose them otherwise we’ll be finished. 
Picton: Yes Sir. Right you dogs follow me. We march to glory! 

Picton’s men march to engage the French soldiers. 

After a skirmish the French retreat from La Haye Sainte. Picton is shot and dies.

Wellington: Picton’s done it, he’s pushed them back. Now send in my cavalry and run them through while they scatter. 

The Scots greys charge the fleeing French and kill as many as they can. 

French side

Napoleon: Stop that cavalry charge before it’s too late. Send in my lancers. 

The Lancers charge into the side of the Scots Greys and kill many of them, forcing the Scots Greys to retire from the battle. 

English side

Wellington: Get those men out of there, they’ll be slaughtered.  

Uxbridge: It’s too late Sir they have retreated. 

3:00

French side

Marshal Ney: Sire, The Prussians are here and are attacking our right flank. 

Napoleon: Send some of our foot soldiers to hold them. 

The French now are fighting on two fronts. They haven’t beaten the British on the ridge and now has to hold off the Prussians. Napoleon has to do something to break the British. 

Napoleon: Marshal Ney?
Marshal Ney: Yes Sire?
Napoleon: I have plan. Do you want to prove yourself today?

Marshal Ney: Yes Sire. Give me an order and I’ll end this battle.

Napoleon: Take La Haye Sainte at all costs. It is the key to finishing off the British. 

Marshal Ney: Yes Sire. 

Napoleon is looking very ill and so leaves the battle field to rest. 

Marshal Ney attacks La Haye Sainte, but the British hold. Then he sees some British soldiers retreating up the slope and thinks the British are in full retreat. 

Marshal Ney: Forward, the salvation of France is at stake!

Marshal Ney charges his cavalry over the ridge and straight into the British. The British form squares and slaughter the French. 

However he does manage to capture La Haye Sainte. This means that Napoleon can bring his artillery right in front of Wellington.
7:00

Napoleon returns to the battle field.

Napoleon: What is Ney doing? He will lose this battle for me! I must use my Imperial guard. Send in the Immortals.  

The Imperial guard marches up the slope towards the British. They keep marching through the gun fire towards the enemy. The British keep firing and then Blucher’s army appears and shots from the Imperial Guards right flank. They hesitate then start to slow down and stop. They fall back defeated.

Seeing that the Imperial guard has broken, the rest of the French army breaks and flee the field.  
The Imperial guard defend Napoleon as he leaves the field back to Paris. The battle is over. The Prussian cavalry chase down the French army. 

